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Information on Used Electronics

Due to the rapid pace of development, electronic equipment quickly
becomes out of date. Owners of electronic equipment have three
choices:

1. Resell, donate or repair units
2. Dismantle and recycle units
3. Dispose of units

The April 13, 2000 letter to Dismantlers and Recyclers of Used
Electronics gives detailed regulatory information on the first two options.
A list of Dismantlers and Recyclers is also available. Some items (e.g.,
computer monitors) typically qualify as hazardous waste under DEC's
RCRAhazardous waste requirements.

For Households:

Electronics from households (e.g., home computers, home
televisions)are not considered hazardous waste, even if they fail the
TCjTCLP test. (If usable household electronics are sold for
non-household use, they cease to be considered household waste.)
Recycling and disposal requirements for household wastes vary by
municipality. Please check with your municipality for information about
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disposing of used electronics in your community.

For Conditionally Exempt and Small Quantity
Hazardous Waste Generators:

(The freely available Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to view and print
PDF files.

Environmental Compliance & Pollution Prevention Guide for Small
Quantitv Generators (PDF format, 1422 K, 45 pages) - a summary of
regulations for air, water and hazardous waste and information on
pollution prevention opportunities.)

Hazardous Waste Regulations, 6 NYCRRParts 370 through 374 and 376.

For Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generators:

Hazardous Waste Regulations, 6 NYCRRParts 370 through 374 and 376.

Back to top of page
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New Vork State Department of

Environmental Conservation

Letter to Dismantlers and Recyclers of
Used Electronics

More information from this division:

Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials
Hazardous Waste Program

For help with the PDF(s)
on this page call (518)402-8612

To: Dismantlers and Recyclers of Used Electronics

This letter is being distributed to firms that have been identified as
dismantlers or recyclers of used computer equipment and other used
electronics. Because some items (e.g., rnonltors=) typically quality as
"hazardous waste" under DEe's "RCRA" hazardous waste regulations, for
your information, we have described below various exemptions that are
available when those items will be recycled. Also noted are cases where
used electronics may also be exempt from regulation as solid wastes.

Scrap Metal Exemption

Most discarded electronics which would qualify as RCRA
hazardous waste (e.g., monitors) are considered to contain
sufficient quantities of scrap metal parts that they can be
regarded as scrap metal thernselves=, and, thus, would be
exempted from regulation as hazardous waste if the following
conditions are met:

• Prior Notification [6NYCRR371.1(c)(7)]: If the
generator is not a conditionally exempt small quantity
generator (CESQG), both the generator and subsequent
handlers in New York State are required to submit a
"cT' notification to DEC~,giving certain basic
information, such as the locations of generating and
receiving facilities. Although written concurrence from
DECis not required, one will be provided upon request
(provided the electronics item, in fact, qualifies for the
exemption) .

• Scrap metal must ultimately be recycled: The scrap
metal exemption requires that scrap metal pieces
actually be reclaimed from the hazardous electronics
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and recycled.

Note that the scrap metal exemption cannot apply to a part
separated from the whole component unless that separated
part independently contains scrap metal pieces that will
ultimately be reclaimed. For example, an ail-plastic case that
was separated from a computer monitor could no longer
qualify for the scrap metal exernptlon.d Nor could CRTglass,
once the scrap metal pieces have been separated from the
glass.~ Note also that an item which qualifies as hazardous
scrap metal is still a hazardous waste. It is merely exempted
from regulation.

HouseholdWaste Exclusionof 371.1(e)(2)(i)

Electronics from household use (e.g., home computers, home
televisions) are excluded from being a hazardous waste, even
if they fail the TC/TCLP test. Their status can only change if
they are still usable and are marketed for non-household use.
Then, when discarded by the new owner, they would not be
household waste.

Reselling and Repair of Units

Electronic products that are directly resold or even donated
for continued use are not considered to be discarded, and,
thus, cannot be subject to the solid or hazardous waste
regulations (i.e., they are still products).

Nonworking electronic products that are serviced by repair
shops and then returned to the user are not considered to be
wastes, but all other nonworking electronic products must be
managed as wastes.

If these nonworking electronic products are dismantled and
some individual parts (e.g., disk drives) are found to be
operative and these parts are to be reused or marketed for
reuse, such parts are considered to be products reclaimed
from waste and, therefore, no longer solid or hazardous
waste. Any unusable components removed from the products
as part of a repair process must be managed by the repair
shop as "ordinary" solid or hazardous waste, unless they
qualify for the scrap metal exemption.

"Processed"Scrap Metal Exclusion[371.1(e)(1)(xiiil]

This exclusion applies to scrap metal pieces which have been
physically processed (e.g., sorted, shredded, bailed,
crushed). This exclusion is not the same as the
371.1(g)(1)(iii)(b) scrap metal exemption discussed above,
but it too requires that the scrap metal be recycled§ and that
a "c7" prior notification be submitted to DEe.
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These are the various exemptions available under DEC's "RCRA"
hazardous waste regulations. Under our Part 360 non-hazardous "solid
waste" regulations, please note that dismantlers and recyclers of used
electronics are required to be in compliance with 6NYCRR 360-12.1(c),
which requires an annual "waste fluids" report.

Please contact the Bureau of Hazardous Waste Management at
(518) 485-89882 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
[SIGNED]
Stephen Hammond, P.E.
Director
Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials

Enclosure - SAMPLE "C7" NOTIFICATION FOR GENERATORS -c7notifi.pdf
(7KB)
The freely available Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to view and print
PDF files. For information on accessibility of PDF files, please see DEC's
PDF information

IMonitors typically fail the "TCLP" laboratory test due to the presence of
high concentrations of lead in the cathode ray tube (CRT) glass. Other
discarded electronics may also "fail" the TCLP test due, for example, to
the possible presence of lead- or silver-bearing solders.

2Analogous to automobiles being discarded as "scrap metal," even
though a substantial quantity of non-metals are present. Also, a 1992
EPA policy considers printed circuit boards to be scrap metal (unless
certain batteries and certain mercury-containing switches/relays are
present on the boards). Consistent with the 1992 policy, we also regard

. separated "bare" cathode ray tubes (CRTs) as "scrap metal." If the
individual scrap metal pieces within the CRTs are ultimately reclaimed,
these bare CRTs qualify for the scrap metal exemption, at least until the
scrap metal pieces are separated from the glass.

3A "generic" notification form (c7notifi.pdf - 7KB) for scrap metal is
enclosed. These C7 notifications should be sent to: Technical
Determination Section, NYSDEC, Room 452, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY
12233-7251. Note that a generator must submit the notification if it is
necessary to claim the scrap metal exemption in order to be considered
a' CESQG (see 6NYCRR 371.1(f)(3)(i) and 371.1(9)( l)(iii)('b').

4However, because the plastic is unlikely to fail the TC/TCLP and would,
therefore, not be a hazardous waste, not having the scrap metal
exemption apply would be of no consequence.

SAs discussed in footnote 2, intact bare CRTs are considered to meet the
definition of scrap metal.

6Note that transporters of scrap metal (both processed and
un-processed types) are not required to have a Part 364 Waste
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Transporter permit [364.l(e)(2)(vi)].

7 The phone number is now (518) 402-8633.

Back to top of page
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-
New York State Department of

Environmental' Conservation

Dismantlers and Recyclers
of Used Electronics

More information from this division:

Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials
Hazardous Waste Program

The following list of dismantlers and recyclers has been compiled as a
public service, but please note that inclusion in the list does not
constitute an endorsement or approval by this Department, or provide
any assurances with regard to the quality of services provided or the
facility's environmental compliance history. Note: Each of the firms listed
below have "CT' notified as dismantlers in accordance with 6 NYCRR
371.1(c)(7).

Contact Information

5R Processors Ltd.
attn: Sheila Drake
2510 Burnet Avenue, Syracuse, New York 13206
315-433-9553

A Future Quest
6128 Route 380, Sinclairville, NY 14782
(716)962-9310
e-rnall: afuturequest@hotmail.com

Aarwin, Inc.
461 E. Clinton Street, Elmira, New York 14901
888-765-4325
www.aarwin.com

Advanced Recovery, Inc.
3 Montgomery Street, Belleville, NJ 07109
973-450-9797
www.AdvancedRecovery.com

Asset Management and Control, Inc.
attn: Nick Magliato
51 Riverview, Marlboro, NY
845-236-6650
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Certified Documents Destruction & Recycling
565 Blossom Road, Suite C
P.O. Box 10279, Rochester, NY 14610
585-482-9400

Clean Harbors of Connecticut, Inc.
761 Middle Street, Bristol, CT 09010
800-637-2666
e-mail: recycling@cleanharbors.com

Dlubak Glass Co., Inc.
11567 County Highway 110, Upper Sandusky, OH 43351
419-294-4466; fax: 419-294-1303
www.dlubakglassrecycling.com

DMCElectronics
16 Swanscott Street
POBox 146, Newfields, New Hampshire 03856
800-347-5560
www.DMCrecycling.com

Edison Computers and Consulting
14 1/2 Lewis Street, Oneonta, NY 13820
607-432-9311; fax: 607-432-9334
e-mail: edisoncomputers@hotmail.com

Electronic Recyclers, Inc.
P.O. Box 297, Mohawk, NY 13407
315-866-8820; fax: 315-866-3699

Electronic Recycling Technologies
135 Manhattan Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14215
716-852-5780; fax: 716-852-5782
e-mail: IRTrecycling@cs.com

EnviroCycle, Inc.
Rt 81, exit 68
P.O. Box 899, Hallstead, PA 18822
800-711-6010
www.enviroinc.com

Full Circle, Inc.
509 Manida Street, Bronx, NY 10474
800-775-1516, ext. 13; fax: 716-542-5335
contact name: Robert Judkins
e-mail: rjundkins@fcrecycling.com

HESSTECH,Inc.
45 Executive Avenue, Edison, NJ08817
732-287-2442
fax: 732-287-9370

International Business Machines, Asset Recovery Center
attn: Everett Shimp
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1701 North Street, Bldg. 33-3, Endicott, New York 13760
800-334-9693 (press 2: product end-of-Iife management)

M&D Services
6 Emma Street, Binghamton, NY 13905
607-231-7615; fax: 607-231-6450

Manchester Technologies
50 Marcus Boulevard, Hauppauge, NY 11788
631-951-8325; fax: 631-951-8028

Maven Technologies, LLC
2099 Mt. Read Boulevard, Rochester, NY 14615
585-458-2460
www.maventech.com

NorthEast Surplus & Materials, LLC
2944 Route 11, Suite lA
P.O. Box 123, Lafayette, NY 13084
(plant location: 440 Shonnard Street, Syracuse, NY 13204)
315-677-5246 or 315-476-4025; fax: 315-677-3729
e-rnall: SBBN@aol.com

Per Scholas, Inc.
attn: Jessica Serrano
1231 Lafayette Avenue, Bronx, New York 10474
718-991-8400
www.perscholas.org

Rochester Computer Recovery and Recycling
395 Central Avenue, Rochester, New York 14605
585-546-6620

Sunnking, Inc.
110 Geddes Street
P.O. Box 172, Holley, NY 14470
585-638-0095; fax: 585-638-0076
www.sunnking.com

United Recycling Industries
1600 Harvester Road, West Chicago, IL 60165
630-231-6060; fax: 630-231-6565
www.unitedrecycling.com

US itek, Inc.; Asset Recovery Division
1720 Military Road Suite 200, Kenmore, NY 14217
1-800-223-2981 or 716-447-7000; fax: 716-874-4042
www.us-itek.com

Wade Environmental Industries
attn: Andrew Wade
293 Jackson Road, Atco, New Jersey 08004
609-767-2760
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Waste Management and Recycling Products, Inc
attn: Peter Muscanelli
510 Hudson Street, Schenectady, New York 12308
518-377-9900
www.electronicsrecycler.com

Yukon Marketing Group, Inc.
attn: Robern Savesky
126 Cuyler Street, Palmyra, NY 14522
315-597-8800
www.yukonmkt.com
e-mail: yukonmkt@aol.com

The completeness of this list has not been fully verified. It is updated
periodically. If you wish to be added to the list, please notify NYSDEC in
writing at the following address:

Waste Determinations & Analysis Section
Bureau of Hazardous Waste Regulation
Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233-7251
phone: (518) 402-8633
fax: (518) 402-9025

Back to top of page
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